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animals are kept, the fewer are the precautions necessary to
be taken. An animal tied up in a stall among the animals
of the same or different species is more exposed to accidents
than one which is in a place by itself, or which is at liberty
in pasture or meadow. Probably the open field is the best
place in which any of the herbivora may give birth to their
progeny when the weather is favourable; but the objection to
it is that, if any difficulty arises during the act, it will not
come under observation for some time afterwards. If the
animal is housed, the mare about to foal should be allowed
a perfectly clean, roomy loose-box, well supplied with soft
litter ; and the cow should, if possible, be similarly provided.
If either animal must be kept tied, owing to want of other
facilities, then the fastening should be of such a kind that it
can readily be undone when required. The sow should have
a separate sty, and even the sheep may need a separate
allotment. When the female is kept in a dwelling, the
temperature should be comfortable and the ventilation good.
During labour the animal should be allowed perfect quietude;
and if the light of the stable is too bright, it may be partially
excluded. A trustworthy person should keep it under observa-
tion, in order to avoid accidents ; but he should keep himself
out of sight, and meddle with the animal as little as possible.
Some creatures, and particularly mares, are rendered peevish
and fidgety if they see anyone present during parturition,
and this process is interfered with. Unless something irregular
or abnormal occurs during this act, all should be left to
nature. The irregularities consist chiefly of hurried and
protracted parturition, being only modifications of natural
labour, and the difficult cases coming under the heading of
dystokia.
Whether called into a case of irregular or abnormal par-
turition, the first care of the veterinary surgeon will be to
assure himself as to the state of the animal and the progress
made in the act. Under natural circumstances the labour
pain should be normal, and the act should neither be hurried
nor yet too slow; and the mother should not exhibit any
constitutional weakness or physical debility. The preparatory
labour pains must not be mistaken for real expulsive efforts.
When the genital structures and the pelvis appear to be